
I would like to introduce myself. My name is Julia 

Ison and I am currently acting in the Deputy 

Principal position at your beautiful school. 

Charnwood-Dunlop School has always been close 

to my heart as it is the school that I attended from 

preschool to year 6 (too long ago). Many things 

have changed since I was a student here, but some 

things are still the same. In the few weeks I have 

been here, I have been overwhelmed by how 

welcome the school community has made me feel 

and so impressed by the knowledgeable, inclusive 

and engaged students that we have at Charnwood-

Dunlop School.  

Transitions at Charnwood-Dunlop School  

In this newsletter, I would like to discuss in further 

detail the strategies put in place at Charnwood-

Dunlop School to prepare children for transitioning 

to a new class in 2022. This includes helping them 

to broaden friendship groups, spending time with a 

broader range of teachers and to become familiar 

with new areas of the school.  

Transitioning between schools or between grades 

can be challenging for some children and we work 

hard to support students to make this change a 

positive experience for them. This term we will be 

holding the following transition opportunities 

(more detailed information will be sent home to 

families shortly): 

Preschool stay and play sessions (for 2022 

preschool students and families): 

Tuesday 7 December: 9:30am – 10:30am 

Thursday 9 December: 9:30am – 10:30am 

Moving up day (for current Charnwood Dunlop 

students and new 2022 enrolments) 

Tuesday 7 December: 9:30am – 11:00am 

Transition sessions are designed to take some of 

the ‘unknown’ out of the change and to enhance 

effective learning and well-being for all of our 

students. 
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ABC Café 

8.30am - 9.00am 

Daily  

All Welcome 

 

Preschool 

Information Session 

Wednesday Dec 1  

5.00pm - 6.00pm  

 

Kinder Information 

Session 

Wednesday Dec 1  

5.00pm - 6.00pm  

 

Preschool Stay and 

Play Sessions  

Tuesday Dec 7 

9.15am  -10.30am  

Thursday Dec 9 

9.15am  - 10.30am  

 

Kindergarten Visits 

Dyurra & Guginyah  

Tuesday Dec 7  

9.15am -11.00am 

Ginninderra  

Thursday Dec 9 

9.15am - 11.00am 

Classes for 2022 

Class teachers know their students well and bring a 

lot of information together when forming classes 

for the following year. As new classes are formed 

for the following year, we try to ensure each class 

has a balance of abilities, gender, behaviours and 

personalities. We work hard to ensure that each 

child’s needs are being met. Moving to a new grade 

is a wonderful opportunity for growth emotionally, 

socially and academically and teachers will talk 

with students about all of these opportunities and 

how to approach change with a growth mindset. 

Some students can express concern about not 

having all their friends in their class next year, and 

although we do ensure children take with them 

into next year’s class some familiar faces, it is also 

an important life skill to make new connections and 

friends. Please do not hesitate to contact the 

school if you have any questions regarding this 

process. If you have any new information that you 

feel we need to know before finalising 2022 class 

placements, please email this information to me 

or Deb at Julia.ison@ed.act.edu.au or 

deborah.lowrey@ed.act.edu.au by Friday 26 

November.  

Current COVID requirements in schools 

Although mask restrictions have eased inside 

venues across the ACT, it is still mandatory for all 

people over the age of 12 to wear a mask while 

inside ACT public school buildings. Unfortunately, 

until restrictions ease further on the 29 November, 

it is also a requirement that parents and carers do 

not enter the school building. If you would like to 

speak with one of our staff regarding your child, 

please do not hesitate to contact the office or your 

child’s class teacher and we can arrange an online 

meeting. We appreciate your support during these 

different times.   

I look forward to meeting you in person once 

restrictions ease at the end of this month. 

Kind regards, 

   Julia  

mailto:Julia.ison@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:deborah.lowrey@ed.act.edu.au
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Writer’s Award Recipients  
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Thank You Steed Family! 

Last Thursday we remembered Remembrance day.  The school stopped and commemorated this important 

day.  We remember to remember, we remember to stop , we remember to celebrate. The year 5 and 6 children 

reflected.  
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Remembrance Day at CDS 

A very big thank you to the Steed 

family for their thoughtful and 

generous donation of these beautiful 

books to the Charnwood-Dunlop 

School library.  

We have no doubt that these books 

will bring much joy to our students 

over the years to come. 

We live throughout the years, freely, happily and how we 

desire. 

All because the ANZACs fought for our lives. 

Tylah B 5/6 

We live through the years,  

Growing by the years. 

We will always remember them, but never see them. 

The rising of the sun,  

We will remember them. 

                                                                         Oliver C 5/6 

The silence of the field,  

The breeze against my neck,  

The ocean in the background, 

The poppies on the ground. 

We will remember them. 

Tegan G 5/6 

As the grass crackles  

And the gun shots fires, 

Bodies falling on the ground. 

In fear they hid in the trenches. 

They get ready to battle. 

Renee G 5/6 

This term in the Junior and Senior Learning Support Units, 

we are learning about different celebrations and 

commemorations.  

For Remembrance Day, we researched the significant 

events of the past and looked at why this is such an 

important day of the year. Some of the senior students 

wrote some beautiful letters to the soldiers. 
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Have YourSay on Better Places to Play! 

The ACT Women’s Return to Work (RTW) Grants Program supports women who have been out of the workforce 

for an extended period onto pathways to employment. Successful applicants can access a $1,000 grant which can 

be used for a range of activities and resources including:  

• education and training fees; 

• educational expenses like textbooks computers/software and 

transport to courses/study; or 

• work-related expenses like clothing, uniforms and equipment, 

and childcare.   

Free Workshops for Women Returning to Work 

Are you a mature aged woman seeking employment? 

The Women 50+ Reclaiming your Mojo workshop is for older women, with a focus on supporting women to 

recognise, and have confidence in, re-marketing their skills and recognising their transferable skills.  The 

workshops will run once a week, over four weeks and will also include a post workshop catch up and one-on-one 

mentoring sessions as a follow up to the workshops. Starting February 2022.  

Have you thought about starting your own business but don’t know where to start? 

The Exploring Pathways and Relationships to Self-Employment workshops, will cover the knowledge and steps 

required to register and maintain a small business, as well as develop relationship and networking skills. These 

workshops will run once a week for three weeks. Starting early 2022. 

To register for the workshops or if you have a question about the Return to Work Program, contact: 

Phone: 6205 2885 (Women’s Return to Work Grants Coordinator) 

Email: RTW@act.gov.au 

Calling Canberra kids and parents! You can now have your say on the future of play spaces in the ACT. 

The draft ACT Play Space Strategy sets the direction for the future of 

our play spaces to make sure they are happy, healthy, inclusive and 

sustainable. 

Canberra has among the highest number of play spaces per capita of 

all Australian cities, with over 500 owned and managed by the ACT 

Government, and we want to make sure they keep getting better as 

our city changes and grows. 

The ACT Government is also currently seeking feedback on a proposed 

new play space and recreation park for the inner north, to provide a 

wider range of outdoor recreation opportunities for residents of all 

ages and abilities. To learn more and provide feedback, visit YourSay. 

Both consultations close 14 December 2021. 

ACT Women’s Return to Work Grants Program 
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Achievement Awards 
    

    

    

    

    

    



School Contact Details 

Charnwood-Dunlop School 
Bettington Circuit, 
 CHARNWOOD ACT 

 Ph. 6142 2680     
 

info@charnwoodps.act.edu.au 
 

Acting Principal:  Debbie Lowrey 

Acting Deputy:  Julia Ison   

Preschool Team Leader: Annie Wild 

IEC and Kindy Team Leader:  Marni Payne 

Year 1/2 Team Leaders:  Lisa Williams 

Year 3/4 Team Leader: Julia Ison 

Year 5/6  and LSU Team Leader:  Yuvonne Piper 

Business Manager: Kirsten Sharman 
  _________________________________________ 

School Board Chair: Graham Wright 

 

www.charnwoodps.act.edu.au 

“Please 

remember to 

let the front 

office staff 

know 

immediately 

if your 

contact 

details have 

changed”  
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Change of Contact 
Details? 

 

 

Have you changed your email address or 

phone number? Has your family situation 

changed? 

Please remember to let the front office staff 

know immediately if your contact details have 

changed. 

In the event of an emergency with your child/

children at Charnwood-Dunlop School, it’s 

critical that our records are up to date so that 

we can reach you quickly. 

Please email:  

info@charnwoodps.act.edu.au 

 


