
Welcome All, 

Already mid Term 4, with so many positive 

things achieved and yet still so much to do!  

With the year that has been it is 

understandable that we may all be feeling a 

little overwhelmed. Yet even through these 

unprecedented times I want to acknowledge 

how amazing our students have been. Their 

resilience, perseverance, and dedication to 

continuing to follow our routines that 

support them to do their best learning has 

been a credit to them all.  

This positivity has been something that was 

reflected during our recent school review. 

Overwhelmingly the review panel 

commented on the sense of belonging, the 

team trust that was felt and the evident 

support displayed across all aspects of the 

school. Our success in providing a positive 

learning environment is evident in the 

progress we have made, but more 

importantly now sets us on the next phase 

of our journey. We look forward to working 

collaboratively to improve our academic 

excellence and building stronger community 

partnerships. Thank you to our community 

members and students who participated in 

the review process, whilst time is limited 

before the end of the year, I will be seeking 

opportunities for us to share ideas and plans 

for this next phase of school improvement. 

With such a disjointed year, we have been 

trying to provide as many opportunities for 

students throughout this semester. 

Therefore, the timeline is packed but we 
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know you support us in wanting to provide 

our students with the experiences they 

deserve. As a result, some information and 

notes will inevitably have short turnaround 

times; we appreciate your understanding. In 

preparation for our Year 6 graduation we are 

currently finalising the organisation and 

details. While we are still needing to adhere 

to certain covid-19 restrictions, there will be 

opportunities for limited guests, and we will 

provide an online platform for those that 

cannot be present.  

In conjunction with this, I would also like to 

address student pickup details. During the 

peak times of Covid19, we were facilitating 

some alternative times to support families 

with collection of multiple children across 

the school. As we move back into our 

normal processes, can I ask you to adjust 

those times to the normal bell times. It will 

still be fine for senior students to collect 

siblings and move to a prearranged meeting 

spots, this will happen as the bell goes at the 

end of the day. 

We look forward to seeing you more as we 

move into the end of year activities and for a 

fresh start in 2021.  

 

Rob Lans 

Principal 
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Learning for Life program  
The Smith Family’s Learning for Life program provides families with opportunities to 

increase their children’s success at school, by giving families access to educational 

programs, financial assistance, and ongoing support from a member of The Smith 

Family.  

Families with a child at Charnwood-Dunlop School are eligible to apply for the 

program if they have a current Health Care or Pension Concession Card, and are 

committed to their child’s education through regular school attendance. 

To find out more, please contact Victoria on 0466 941 375, or 

Victoria.Ereckson@thesmithfamily.com.au  

All enquiries remain confidential. 

R E A C H  O U T  
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Upcoming Events for our Community 

School Photo Update 
We know our families have been waiting very patiently for our school photos to 

arrive however we can finally say they are expected to arrive early next week!  

Please keep in mind that it may take a few days to organise the photo packs and 

deliver them to classes however your child/ren should bring them home towards 

the end of next week. 

Year 7 2021 Orientation Day  

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to meeting you!  

Orientation Day is a great opportunity to make lots of new friends and meet some of 

your teachers. Lunch is provided!  

Where: College Campus, Verbrugghen street, Melba  

When: Friday 11th December 2020 Time: 9:00am — 2:30pm  

What to bring: A hat, your Primary School uniform, a snack, a water bottle.  

Enquiries: lee.pietrukowski@ed.act.edu.au  

Phone: 6142 0333  
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Remembrance Day in 1/2 
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3/4 Nature Walk 

Australia 
Remember 
Medal 
Y early 
 
- Yuvraj 

In Week One this term 3/4 SM, KP and MR 

went on a walk to discover some plants 

and animals in our local area. We walked 

to Ginninderra Creek. We found a snake 

and  some kangaroos. It took about an 

hour to walk there and an hour to come 

back! We walked for about 8 kms! We had 

a fun time and we drew plants, sketched 

the creek and had a play. Annie found a 

mango seed and we wondered what it was 

at first but then we found out it was a 

mango seed. When we came back to 

school we had icy-poles and lunch and 

then went on with our day.  At the end of 

the day we were all puffed and hot. Then 

the bell rang and we went to our parents 

and guardians and then home. What a 

great day!  

By Aliya and Anthea 

Year 1 and 2 read books and created our own words of REMEMBRANCE to commemorate the 11th of 
November.  

Army 
Remember 
Men 
I will remember 
Sacrifice 
Timmy 
I’m grateful for the soldiers 
Celebration 
End of war 
 
- Jed 

Armistice 
Remember 
Medals were given 
Young people fought in 
the war 
 
- Pearl 

We remember our 
Anzacs 
Respect  
 
- Raphael 

We will remember 
All for the poppy 
Red 
 
- Christine 

We will remember 
All of the poppies 
Lest we foRget 
 
- Jenan 
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Even COVID couldn’t put a dampener on our Book Week festivities.  Ginninderra well and truly got into the spirit 

with everyone dressing up and wearing costumes from home or from the preschool. We had Wally’s, 

Frankenstein, the Apple Fairy, unicorns and Pig the Pug to name just a few.  The class paraded along the stage 

with plenty of sass showing off their costumes . Much fun was had by all. Thanks to the parents for all your 

efforts.  

Last week we went on our first community walk. The children were super excited to escape the preschool gates. 

We were looking for significant points of interest. We came upon a park and had a play, although we had to 

watch out for the ants and their nests so we didn’t get any nasty bites. Some children though we might find a 

swimming pool in our local environment but were disappointed. Some eager children thought we needed to 

write to the Prime Minister to ask for a local pool. In the next few weeks we hope to walk to Charnwood shops 

to see what services are there.  

As part of our inquiry unit on our community we will be looking at the celebrations that our families observe in  

time for the Christmas period . If your family celebrates any festivities we would love you to share that with us. 

This may be in the way of a special artifacts, games, songs and  

dances, stories or food. If you would like to share with us please contact or speak to Ruth. Thank you for all your 

ongoing efforts to make your child’s preschool year so special.  

- Ruth.Everett@ed.act.edu.au 
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Achievement Awards 
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News from the 3/4 Classrooms 
The 3/4 students have been learning about life cycles. We have been studying the life cycle of a seed. In the 

last few weeks we conducted different experiments to see what seeds need to grow. We have learnt about the 

different parts of a seed and the different stages. The most successful experiment has been growing the seed 

in soil;  the least successful was seeds grown in water only - most of those seeds rotted. Most of the seeds we 

tried in paper towels didn’t grow to their potential as they didn’t receive enough water or they received too 

much.  Learning about the life cycles has helped us improve our knowledge of nature and biology.  

- Gwen  

Today was Remembrance Day, we held an assembly and read the picture book In Flanders Fields by Norman 

Jorgenson. We think the illustrator used red as a symbol of hope. Below are some examples of 3/4 Tiaga’s 

interpretations of the artwork contained in the book. 

- 3/4 students 
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R E A C H  O U T  

Sustainability in Action at CDS 

Some Year 6 students, including students from the Environment Committee worked together with Miss Martin 

and Mrs Williams to start creating CDS’ Sustainability Community Board.  Our focus over the next few years will 

be to reduce the amount of waste we send to landfill, reduce our electricity, and gas usage and look at ways we 

can create a sustainable school ground and gardens.  Our aim is to reduce our carbon footprint.  This journey 

will be captured and shared with the school community.   

Last week our year 6 students walked the soft plastics and containers down to the Charnwood Shops to recycle.  

We have also had great success collecting used markers and textas to recycle at Office Works.  Please continue 

to bring in your soft plastics, containers and used markers.  The red bins are located outside the Teacher’s 

Resource Room in the Fishbowl.  



School Contact Details 

Charnwood-Dunlop School 
Bettington Circuit, 
 CHARNWOOD ACT 

 Ph. 6142 2680     
 

info@charnwoodps.act.edu.au 
 

Principal:  Rob Lans 

Deputy Principal:  Debbie Lowrey  

IEC and Kindy Team Leader:  Marni Payne 

Senior Team Leader:  Yuvonne Piper 

Junior Team Leader:  Emily Hartley and Lisa 

Williams 

Preschool and LSU Team Leader: Debbie Lowrey 

Business Manager: Kirsten Sharman 
  _________________________________________ 

School Board Chair: John Orwowski 

 

www.charnwoodps.act.edu.au 

“Please 

remember to 

let the front 

office staff 

know 

immediately 

if your 

contact 

details have 

changed”  
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Change of Contact 
Details? 

 

 

Have you changed your email address or 

phone number? Has your family situation 

changed? 

Please remember to let the front office staff 

know immediately if your contact details have 

changed. 

In the event of an emergency with your child/

children at Charnwood-Dunlop School, it’s 

critical that our records are up to date so that 

we can reach you quickly. 

Please email:  

info@charnwoodps.act.edu.au 

 
Help Wanted: CRCS Giving Tree 

Each year Capital Region 

Community Service (formerly 

Belconnen Community Service) 

provides Christmas Hampers to over 100 vulnerable 

individuals and families across Belconnen. These hampers 

contain some basic food items (which CRCS provides). We 

rely on donations from local schools and businesses to 

provide special Christmas cheer items such as gifts, 

treats, decorations etc. Our school is supporting this 

appeal and we encourage our staff, students and families 

to donate a gift to help some of the less fortunate in our 

Belconnen Community.  

Gifts and items should be new and in sealed packaging. 

CRCS have recommended gifts of $10- $15 in value. These 

could include toys, games, vouchers, toiletries, books, 

puzzles, stocking fillers. There is always a shortage of gifts 

for teenagers and male adults. We encourage you to 

leave these gifts in the collection containers in our main 

reception. Thanks for supporting those in our local 

community who will do it tough this Christmas. 


