
Welcome back to our final term for the year. 

I can hardly believe we are already here, and 

yet I am looking forward to 2021! 

We are excited at the prospect of another 

complete term and once again there are 

many wonderful things to look forward to.  

You may be aware that recently the ACT 

Government and the Education Directorate 

have moved to the next phase of easing 

restrictions with regard to the Covid-19 

pandemic. Translating this to school this 

means we can have more adults attending 

school on the proviso that we continue to 

adhere to social distancing. On a further 

positive note, this means that some of our 

volunteer clubs can start again, as well as 

our external community events.  

We are happy to welcome volunteers back 

into some of our selected programs such as 

the ABC Café reading program; if this is 

something that interests you, please get in 

touch with the school.  

For graduation this year, we will be 

discussing options to support the best 

possible outcome for families to be in 

attendance. We will keep you updated. 

In week three we will be having our school 

review. We are seeking parents that are 

willing to be part of a small group that 

spends half an hour chatting to the 

reviewers regarding your perspective of the 

school and its progress in the last 5 years. 

Next week, on Thursday after school 3:30 – 
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ABC Café 

8.30am—9.00am 

Daily  

 

 

Book Week 

Week 2 

 

 

Book Week parade 

Friday 23rd October 

5:00pm, I will be running a short information 

session for those interested parents to come 

and discuss what this will involve, and what 

the school has presented to the review team 

regarding our evidence. Please contact the 

school or myself if you are interested and we 

will send you more details. 

This term we will be organising our students 

and teachers for next years class make up. 

Continuing our process, we welcome any 

requests or feedback from you in an email. 

In this newsletter we have shared the 

proforma that will be used in classes to 

support students with their selection of 

friends. Please discuss this with them so 

they are prepared when the activity takes 

place in class.  

Should your child be leaving our school at 

the end of this year, please let the front 

office know as this will assist us plan for the 

2021 year.  

I look forward to seeing everyone’s book 

week costumes next Friday. Have a great 

start to term. 

Cheers 

Rob 
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As a whole class the 3 

year-old preschool 

students explored and 

named materials 

including wood, metal, 

glass, plastic, foam, 

magnets and 

cardboard. They then 

tested which materials 

stuck to the magnet. 

They were being 

communicators, 

collaborators, self 

managers and thinkers! 

R E A C H  O U T  

C H A R N W O O D - D U N L O P  S C H O O L  N E W S  

Science Week in Preschool 

The children have been 

wondering: What happens when 

they mix colours?  

We began to explore this at the 

light table, playing with goop and 

through stories. 

The children put their 

thinking caps on, 

hypothesised and 

experimented  to see 

which items float and 

which ones sink. They then 

assigned items into 

groups. 

We also read “Who sank 

the boat?”  The children 

problem solved to work 

out who did indeed sink it! 
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C H A R N W O O D - D U N L O P  S C H O O L  N E W S  

Spring is Here! 

Welcome back to term 4. 

It is time to get excited as Book Week is next 

week!!! 

This year the Book Week fancy dress will be 

on Friday 23 October. Students are 

encouraged to come dressed as their favourite story book character. 

We will be having a Book Week assembly first thing Friday, unfortunately we won't be able to include the 

community due to the ongoing restrictions. 

- Miss Middleton 
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Book Week 2020 

Pesi, a lovely member of our school community has donated not only these lovely flowers, but her time as 

well. Pesi has transformed the garden bed at the front of the school into a beautifull –bright spring 

celebration! Over the past few weeks she has planted, watered and maintained the flowers in her own time 

for us to all enjoy. Some of the bulbs have begun to bloom and are being enjoyed by the whole school as we 

move into the warmer, spring-time weather.  

Thank you Pesi!  
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WE WANT YOUR RUBBISH! 
Sustainability @ CDS 

Late in term 3, some Year 5/6 students participated in an afternoon 

session with Mrs Williams where they watched parts of the 

documentary “War on Waste”.  The rich conservations that followed 

were inspiring and have motivated some of our senior students to 

ignite Charnwood-Dunlop School’s sustainability journey.  Miss Martin 

has also been working with the senior student lead Environment 

Committee and they have established the following recycling initiatives: 

recycling of soft plastics and pens/markers.  

Our school has also been successful in winning a subscription worth 

over $2000 to use the ClimateClever program.  This initiative is an engaging, student-led program, underpinned by 

a set of innovative, data driven online tools that will help our students measure, manage and reduce our school’s 

carbon footprint. The program will help our school to become a leader in sustainability and climate action.  We 

will continue to update you on our targets and goals.  If you are interested in supporting and helping us reach our 

targets, we are looking for a parent/community member to be part of our ClimateClever committee.   

If interested please email – lisa.williams@ed.act.edu.au 

What can you do to help reduce our carbon footprint? 

By Wednesday 21 October, the Environment Committee will have set up three labelled red bins outside the 

Teacher’s Resource Room (near the 3/4 rooms) for students from P to Year 6 to bring in from home: 

1. Used pens and markers - Until recently empty pens and markers were sent to landfill.  Not anymore!  Office 

Works have recently launched a pen recycling program.  We would like your children to bring in any used 

pens and markers and we will deliver them to Office works to help reduce plastic waste from pens. 

2. Soft plastics - We will be collecting reusable green bags, single-use plastic bags, bread bags, biscuit wrap 

and frozen food bags.   

The Environment Committee will walk to Woolworths Charnwood to deliver these soft plastics into their special 

recycling bins.  These items cannot be recycled in the yellow bin at home, so please bring them so they can be 

recycled into reusable furniture and equipment. 

3. Container Deposit Scheme – Kirsten (our Business Manager) has set up an account for our school so we can 

collect a 10c refund for each eligible container we return.   

 We will only be collecting the following rinsed and clean containers at school:   

Cans (e.g. soft drinks), Cartons (only flavoured milk), Soft Drink Plastic Bottles, Juice boxes and poppers . For safety 

reasons, no glass bottles please. 

 Please check the packaging if you are unsure.  The money raised from these containers will be donated towards 

school projects.  

Alternatively, you can return the following containers to the recycling drop point which is in the back carpark 

(behind Woolworths) at the Charnwood Shops.  

Cans (e.g. soft drinks), Bottles (eg. beer bottles), Cartons (only flavoured milk), Soft Drink Bottles, Juice boxes and 

poppers 

 Please use the following code: E024815  

Thanks,  Mrs Williams, Miss Martin and the Year 6 Environment Committee 



Wildlife News with Miss Helen 
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N E W S L E T T E R  1 6  W E E K  1  

R E A C H  O U T  

C H A R N W O O D - D U N L O P  S C H O O L  N E W S  

Echidnas are out and about - 

especially around Charnwood and 

Fraser! If you see an echidna that 

isn’t injured, please leave it alone. If 

you see an echidna crossing a road 

and you can safely stop, encourage 

it to quickly cross in the direction it 

is going – across the road! Please 

don’t pick it up and move it off the 

road back on the side it came from 

because then it will just have to try 

and cross the road again! Many 

people are concerned about 

echidnas near roads, but our roads 

are in their territory.  Just leave 

echidnas be. Male echidnas are 

looking for a female echidna!  

Female echidnas may be out 

feeding while her puggle stays in 

the burrow.  Female echidnas leave 

their puggles in the burrow for up 

to four days at a time, so if you 

remove or relocate a female you 

would be taking a mum away from 

her young and the baby will die. If 

you see one in your garden take 

your domestic pets inside and the 

echidna will eventually move on. 

This echidna came into care due to 

injury and was successfully released 

back where it came from.  

 

In wombat news, Elsie and Barney 

the joey wombats continue to 

thrive in care and are now huge! 

Still another 6 months to go in care.  

Remember - please do not feed any 

wildlife – whether at home, in parks 

or by the lake. Feeding wildlife 

results in incorrect nutrition for the 

animal and can create dependency 

on humans which can be 

detrimental to their wellbeing.  

Springtime is the time to prepare 

your wildlife friendly garden - plant 

some natives and turn over leaf 

litter to attract birds and insects.   

- Miss Helen 
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R E A C H  O U T  

C H A R N W O O D - D U N L O P  S C H O O L  N E W S  

Achievement Awards 

    

    

    

    

    

    



P A G E  7  

R E A C H  O U T  

C H A R N W O O D - D U N L O P  S C H O O L  N E W S  

GUNGAHLIN COLLEGE ARTS PROUDLY PRESENTS… 

Covid restrictions getting you down? Desperate to get out of the house? Missing live music and theatre? Well, 

we have the perfect event for you! 

Take a toe-tapping trip back to the 90’s in the hilarious new musical POPSTARS and witness the epic battle 

between Boyband vs Girlband on the Gungahlin College Theatre stage. Presented by the Musical & Stage 

performance students and crewed by the Live Production Services students, this show is sure to delight! Packed 

with smash hits from the hyper-coloured 1990's by artists such as THE SPICE GIRLS, BACKSTREET BOYS, N*SYNC, 

BRITNEY SPEARS, CHRISTINA AGUILERA, MC HAMMER and many more.  

POPSTARS is set in a school in the 1990's where Mark is head over heels in love with his girlfriend, ‘Queen Bee’, 

Shannon Van de Witt. However, when Shannon learns that pop-band impresario Simon Austin is the surprise judge 

at the State Talent Show she dumps him for her chance at showbiz stardom and Mark rapidly goes from High 

School Hero to High School Zero. However, his garage band buddies rally around him and soon a plan for revenge 

is hatched to change their grunge band to a boyband and snatch the Talent Show title from Shannon’s ‘Candy 

Girls.’ There’s just one small problem... the boys can’t dance. To address this ‘minor’ problem Mark enlists the help 

of the ultra-talented, new girl, Ella to help with their boyband makeover and sparks soon fly. Can Mark get the girl, 

get the Grand Prize and get even with the scheming Shannon closing in? It’s anyone’s guess as the countdown to 

the Grand Finale begins. It’s sure to be one to remember… 

DATES: 

Tuesday, October 27  - 7:30PM 

Wednesday, October 28  - 7:30PM (Cast 2) 

Thursday, October 29  - 7:30PM (Dinner Show) ** 

Friday, October 30  - 7:30PM 

Saturday, October 31  - 12:30AM - MATINEE (Cast 2) 

Saturday, October 31  - 7:30PM 

Location: Gungahlin College Theatre 

Running time: Approximately 140 mins  

Advisory Information: PG Rating 

Warning: Smoke haze and flashing lights 

Bookings for the evening performances: Stagecenta.com 

Cost: Adults - $25, Concession - $15, Family - (2 Adults/ 2 Concession) $70 

 **Special Thursday evening DINNER SHOW: Available on Thursday, October 29, including a 3-course meal for 

only $30/person plus your ticket price. Please book your tickets on stagecenta.com, then call the Gungahlin 

College Front Office on 61421000 to pre-book and pay for your dining experience. Places are limited, so get in 

quick!  

Further Information: Call Gungahlin Arts on 61421013 or email crystal.mahon@ed.act.edu.au 



School Contact Details 

Charnwood-Dunlop School 
Bettington Circuit, 
 CHARNWOOD ACT 

 Ph. 6142 2680     
 

info@charnwoodps.act.edu.au 
 

Principal:  Rob Lans 

Deputy Principal:  Debbie Lowrey  

IEC and Kindy Team Leader:  Marni Payne 

Senior Team Leader:  Yuvonne Piper 

Junior Team Leader:  Emily Hartley and Lisa 

Williams 

Preschool and LSU Team Leader: Debbie Lowrey 

Business Manager: Kirsten Sharman 
  _________________________________________ 

School Board Chair: John Orlowski 

 

www.charnwoodps.act.edu.au 

“Please 

remember to 

let the front 

office staff 

know 

immediately 

if your 

contact 

details have 

changed”  
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C H A R N W O O D - D U N L O P  S C H O O L  N E W S  

 

Change of Contact 
Details? 

 

 

Have you changed your email address or 

phone number? Has your family situation 

changed? 

Please remember to let the front office staff 

know immediately if your contact details have 

changed. 

In the event of an emergency with your child/

children at Charnwood-Dunlop School, it’s 

critical that our records are up to date so that 

we can reach you quickly. 

Please email:  

info@charnwoodps.act.edu.au 

Does your child like to run, jump or throw? Then Little Athletics is the summer sport for you. 

Most Little Athletics Centres meet on Saturday morning at their local oval and competition commences on 

Saturday 17 October and goes all summer long! Each week consists of different athletics disciplines. There is a 

two week Come and Try to see if Little Athletics is the sport for you.  

Register on-line at https://www.athleticsintheact.com.au/get-involved/register-here/ or head down to any 

Centre for their first competition for more information https://www.athleticsintheact.com.au/get-involved/our-

clubs-and-centres/ 

Contact: Matthew Wade – Senior Participation and Development Officer – development@actlaa.org.au 


