
Hello CDS community, 

It is with great pleasure that I find us at the 

week 5 mark with a relatively normal term 

with programs and learning at the core 

remaining unchanged and this has been 

great for the students.  

With the exception of extracurricular 

activities such as excursions, we have 

returned to assemblies and day to day 

school is following these routines. We are 

however missing the engagement of our 

community, our volunteers and focus groups 

and the clubs that support our students. We 

do appreciate your patience in this however 

as we all continue to navigate these 

uncertain times and we look forward to 

being able to get you all back in as soon as 

we can. The wellbeing of our community is 

important, I encourage you to reach out as 

needed, we are only a conversation away 

and willing to support however needed. 

Thank you to everyone who took part in our 

parent teacher meetings in week 3. While 

the online or phone calls were not what we 

had hoped for, your response and 

willingness to stay connected in this way was 

appreciated. The importance of regular 

communication can never be taken for 

granted. Thanks to the staff for their efforts 

as well, finding extra times to make calls and 

be available outside the advertised time.  

The school satisfaction survey is currently 

open and we encourage all community 

members to log on and provide your 
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feedback. This survey helps to focus our 

priorities and gain understandings into 

community needs and feelings. The more 

responses we have the more accurate a 

representation we get, so if you can please 

find the time to complete this we would 

really appreciate it.   

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity 

to farewell David our Youth Support Worker. 

It is with great sadness that we see David go, 

he has been a vital character at CDS for 8yrs, 

supporting students and staff in so many 

ways. Yesterday we hosted a farewell 

assembly and it was touching to see and 

hear the special thanks the students and 

staff gave. We know he moves forward 

positively taking a great opportunity to 

expand his career, we wish you all the best 

and thank you for all you have done. 

Rob Lans 
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School Administration System Update 
On Monday 24 August, our school will progress into the third stage of implementation of 

the new School Administration System (SAS). So far, the program has helped to bring 

digital roll marking, parent /carer SMS communication and wellbeing processes across all 

ACT Public Schools. This is a major step for our school and the Directorate as we move 

away from the MAZE system as our source of student and financial information. The 

Directorate’s SAS team will be working very closely with us to ensure that the correct 

support processes are in place to ensure that the transition is a success. As we transition 

into the new modules of the system over this period, information will be provided to the 

school community about new features that enhance or change current school processes.  

This update is particularly exciting for the administration of our school as previous 

releases have been focused on teacher use. We expect this to be a smooth transition and 

appreciate your support and understanding during this time. As always you can contact 

the school office if you have any questions or concerns that may arise.  

R E A C H  O U T  

C H A R N W O O D - D U N L O P  S C H O O L  N E W S  

KHH and 3/4KP Learning Collaboratively 
KHH and 3/4KP 

collaborate every week to 

build relationships and 

develop peer support. This 

week we read Monsters 

love underpants by Claire 

Freedman. The students 

worked together to create 

their monsters and 

decorated underpants.  

Upcoming Events for our Community
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Sherwood Forest & Melba Gully News  

Our School photos have been rescheduled to take place this term in Week 10.  If you haven’t returned your 

order forms, there is still an opportunity to return them to the front office. We also have spare order forms if you 

need one. 

Photos are scheduled to be taken as follows:  

• Tuesday 22/09 – Birrigai and Guginyah Preschool Groups 

• Thursday 24/09 – Primary school 

• Friday 25/09 –  Ginninderra, Dyurra and Winyu Preschool Groups 

Please note that the dates may again change dependant on health authority advice.  We will keep you posted! 
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School Photos 

Melba Gully got on to the 

chromes for the first time since 

Home Learning.  

Mr Staples and his troops from 

Sherwood Forest came and 

assisted them in their 

endeavour. He even taught Mrs 

Emery a few things! 

Sherwood Forest students helped 

Melba Gully log in to their chromes, 

and log in to Prodigy; an online tool 

to assist with mathematical learning. 

Melba Gully loved exploring and 

solving maths problems, and 

Sherwood Forest were very helpful 

and respectful in assisting their 

buddy. 
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A message from the Minister for Education and 

Early Childhood Development  
In the ACT there are 88 public schools, over 49,000 public school students and around 

3,800 educators. But of course, I understand that for each of us as parents, the most 

important school is the school our children go to. That’s why I want to make sure that 

every public school is a great school. 

The ACT Government is upgrading and expanding public schools to make sure that 

learning environments are accessible and sustainable.  

The government is committed to ensuring that every public school has the infrastructure 

to support high-quality education and that’s why the government has been investing 

more than $115 million to upgrade public schools right across the Territory.  

Here at Charnwood-Dunlop School the government has provided: 

• additional flagpoles to display the Australian, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags, to recognise and respect 

Australia’s first people, and demonstrate our commitment to reconciliation and an inclusive and welcoming 

community;  

• an upgrade of the phone system to a modern digital network, including new phones, servers and an 

uninterruptable power supply for emergencies;  

• new LED lighting in the hall to improve energy efficiency; 

• an upgrade to the school sensory space;  

• security fencing to keep school facilities safe; 

• upgrades to the ceiling and LED lighting in part of the administration area of the school; and 

• a new airlock auto door at the front entrance of the school and an auto door at the rear of the building. 

Major roof repairs and an upgrade to the landscape area next to the basketball court and  additional seats for 

students are additional projects that have been completed as part of the ACT Government’s $35 million fast track 

stimulus program, supporting local businesses and keeping  Canberrans employed. 

Every child and family has a place in ACT public schools regardless of their background or life circumstances. That’s 

why this investment into public school infrastructure goes beyond just the basic things that allow learning and 

teaching to take place. The ACT Government invests in public schools to make sure that every student has what 

they need to be included, and to learn and develop their interests, passions and life skills.  

The ACT Government has upgraded heating and cooling systems, reducing polluting emissions and making 

temperatures comfortable and conducive to learning in over 40 older public schools across Canberra.  

The government also provided 4,000 Chromebooks to schools at the beginning of this school year and a further 

3,000 Chromebooks and 500 iPads were purchased for use during the COVID-19 pandemic to assist with remote 

learning. 

Schools have seen upgraded classrooms, toilets, libraries, canteens and bike shelters, as well as gardens, 

landscaping and playground areas in schools to make sure that these spaces are positive and accommodating. 

As Canberra grows, the government is making sure that schools grow with it. Every child has the right to access 

education and the ACT Government is making sure that this right is equally ensured for every young person.  

Yvette Berry MLA  
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Achievement Awards 
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G’day all, 

On Tuesday the 25 of August, the Shell Questacon Science Circus will be 

performing an incursion at the school!!!  

What this means is that all classes that are receiving S.T.E.A.M lessons this semester will be attending throughout 

the school day. The Questacon team will be performing various science related activities and demonstrations. 

The classes that are attending the demonstrations and activities will be staggered over the three sessions so all 

social distancing and school Covid-19 safety protocols will be maintained.  

What do you have to do? Nothing. The incursion is free and takes place during normal school hours. Your 

children will attend the event with their classroom teacher during their designated session. Have Fun!!!  

Mr B. 

S.T.E.A.M Incursion 

2020 Book Fair 
This year, Book Fair will be just as amazing, though slightly 

different. 

Due to current circumstances, we are holding the Fair 

throughout the day and each class will have the 

opportunity to come through twice during weeks 8 and 9. 

The first time the students come through the Book Fair 

(week 8), they will be able to view the books that are 

available and will be assisted to fill out a Wish List that they can then take home to their families. On their second 

visit (week 9), the students will return their completed Wish Lists and money and purchase their books! 

Families can also pay for the books they wish to purchase online and return the completed Wish List with their  

Children and they will collect the books from the Book Fair on their allocated day. As we may have limited stock 

available, some books may need to be ordered  in. In this instance, we will order the books required and 

distribute them to the students.  

Weeks 8 and 9 Book Fair Time table: 

Tuesdays: Birrigai and Guginyah Preschool Groups, Kindergarten, 1/2 classes and IEC classes. 

Thursdays: Ginninderra and 3 year old Preschool Groups, 3/4 classes and 5/6 classes. 

It has become evident that some students are now wearing watches with the capability for them to receive calls 

and send texts. As you can understand, this has the potential to be very distracting. These devices are not to be 

used during school time, except for time telling purposes. If students are seen using them to communicate the 

device will be stored at the front office to be collected at the end of the day.  

Thank you for your understanding.  

Smart Watches in School 
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Am Hannah Rigby. I was born in England. I am a convicted because I stole a loaf of bread, an apron handkerchief 

and water. I am only 12 and now have to go thro all of this. There is this marine named Rob and I look up to him.   

- 3/4 KP Student 

News from 3/4 
3/4 students have been 

learning about Botany 

Bay and the first fleet. 

Here are some 

reflections about what it 

was like for the convicts, 

marines and indigenous 

people  

“My name is Garadi and I belong to the 

Gadigal people from the Eora Nation. I 

am 12 years old. My brother Bunda and I 

were out hunting when we saw the ships 

come in. There were many new people 

on board. Our people are very worried 

about what will happen to our people 

and country in the future. “  

My name is Mat and I'm a marine on the first fleet. When I landed in NSW  I was nervous that there wasn't going 

to be enough food for the amount of people that boarded the ship. It was nice to get off the ship because it was 

crowded, stinky and infested with rats and bugs.  

- Gwen 

I am Captain Arthur Phillip. I am kind to the convicts and want them to be nice and clean. 

I am helping build the colony with convicts marines and some free settlers 

I want to get on with the aboriginals and help them 

I am a captain of a ship sailing on the first fleet to Sydney Cove, Australia   

- 3/4 MR Student 

I’m Mary and I'm 24. I'm a convict and I stole 2 aprons and a gown. I was sentenced to jail for 7 years .My 

children came with me on the first fleet.  

- Sarai 

My name is Molly, my mother was a convict and she died from a fever. I had to go on the first fleet and I met a 

girl named Beth. She gave me the only thing she owned a little ragdoll . She cared for me and looked after me. I 

died young from a disease called smallpox.  

- Madi 

My name is Elizabeth and I was a convict on the first fleet I stole a dress and a bonnet now I am working moving 

heavy rocks from one place to another also I met a girl who lost her mum named Molly Is am the youngest 

convict and lived up to 60 then died of old age.  

- Aliya 

I'm Rob and I'm a marine on the first fleet. I think it's horrible for all the convicts, they have no room to sleep and 

get diseases very quickly. I know they did stuff like steal a loaf of bread but they would have to leave their fami-

lies, hop on a boat for 7 years to NSW. i think it's horrible.  

- Lily 



School Contact Details 

Charnwood-Dunlop School 
Bettington Circuit, 
 CHARNWOOD ACT 

 Ph. 6142 2680     
 

info@charnwoodps.act.edu.au 
 

Principal:  Rob Lans 

Deputy Principal:  Debbie Lowrey  

IEC /LSU Team Leader:  Marni Payne 

Senior Team Leader:  Yuvonne Piper 

Junior Team Leader:  Emily Hartley and Lisa 

Williams 

Early Childhood Team Leader: Debbie 

Lowrey 

Business Manager: Kirsten Sharman 
  _________________________________________ 

School Board Chair: John Orlowski 

Ph. 0426 211 577 www.charnwoodps.act.edu.au 

“Please 

remember to 

let the front 

office staff 

know 

immediately 

if your 

contact 

details have 

changed”  
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Change of Contact 
Details? 

 

 

Have you changed your email address or 

phone number? Has your family situation 

changed? 

Please remember to let the front office staff 

know immediately if your contact details have 

changed. 

In the event of an emergency with your child/

children at Charnwood-Dunlop School, it’s 

critical that our records are up to date so that 

we can reach you quickly. 

Please email:  

info@charnwoodps.act.edu.au 

2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 

The 2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey is now 

available online from 10 to 31 August. We invite you to 

please take part in the survey. 

For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole 

school community, we need as many parents, staff and 

students as possible to complete the survey. Your 

feedback is important, and we hope you will take part. 

For more information, visit: https://

www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-

satisfaction-and- climate-survey 

Confused about NDIS? Need help finding services? 

Marymead offers NDIS Support Coordination to 

support 

your family to navigate NDIS plans. This includes 

supporting 

you to best utilise the funds allocated. 

For more information please call  

Michelle- 6162 5800 


